
Made possible by the 

Diana Davis Spencer 

Foundation and exclusive 

to District of Columbia 

charter schools, 

“Why America?” aims to 

increase appreciation for 

this country’s founding by 

introducing 4th-8th 

grade students to 

invaluable historical 

resources in and around 

the nation’s capital.

HOW IT WORKS 

We create themes around 

historic venues. We equip 

District charter schools 

with logistical support 

and other incentives to 

help students participate 

in “Why America?”

SPECIAL NOTE 

TO TEACHERS 

"Why America?" is meant 

as a teaching aide and 

help to you. We welcome 

– and need – your input 

and support. Please 

contact us at any time 

about any aspect of 

the program.

WHY AMERICA? 

EDUCATOR CONTEST! 

Teachers who participate 

with their classes at 

“Why America?” events 

or who introduce 

their students to 

“Why America?” 

classroom activities may 

qualify for professional 

development opportunities 

next summer. Stay tuned 

for more information!

IS YOUR STUDENT OR 
EDUCATOR A PART OF D

WHY AMERICA?
WHY Why America? 

The Constitution and its Origins
December 3 at The National Archives

Meet James Madison, the Father of the Constitution

The Charters of Freedom: 
Building a More Perfect Union Theater Program
What is the purpose of each of the Founding Documents? 

Explore the National Archives Museum including the 
Rotunda for the Charters of Freedom, Public Vaults, and Records of Rights

If you want to have a school – yours or 
some other charter – participate or you'd like 

to help us broaden the reach of "Why America?", 
write us at events@edreform.com or call 202-750-0016

Transportation, Lunch, Teacher Resources and Pre/Post-Program Activities provided

Visit our website at edreform.com/whyamerica 
!

2019-2020 SEASON
Event 2: 

Why America? 
Hamilton’s Vision

January 29 
The Capitol, 

Supreme Court, 
Library of Congress

Event 3: 
Why America? The 

Father of our 
Country & the 

Presidency
March 4 

George Washington 
University’s Jack Morton 

Auditorium

Event 4: 
Why America? 

Citizenship, Rights 
& Responsibilities 

April 8 
The President’s 
neighborhood 

(Lafayette Park) & White 
House Historical 

Association 

Event 5: 
Why America? The 
Military, Memorial 

& Flag Days
June 2

The Pentagon 

WHY AMERICA?  
TOWARD A MORE PERFECT UNION 
STUDENT ESSAY CHALLENGE

Do you know what it means to form A More Perfect Union? Tell us and you’ll not only qualify to 
win recognition from the nation’s leading education organization (which will look great on your 
transcript!), but you’ll qualify for an Amazon gift card, too!

Here’s how: Tell us in between 200-350 words “What it means to move toward a more perfect 
union.”  Your essay should demonstrate what you learned as a result of your educator (a teacher 
or parent) participating in one or more of the CER Why America? Toward a More Perfect Union 
program (whyamerica.edreform.com/program-recordings) topics:
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•	 The First Amendment Today

•	 How to Educate a Citizen

•	 Constituting America

•	 A Civics Roadmap

•	 Finding Hope in America’s Story 
During Troubled Times

•	 Understanding Presidential Elections

•	 America’s Founding Narrative at 
Plymouth Rock

•	 A Revolutionary Christmas

•	 Presidential Inaugurations
	

Prizes will be awarded to the students whose work most demonstrates knowledge and 
appreciation of the topic.

One grand prize winner and one honorable mention will be selected for each of the following 
levels: 4th-6th grade, 7th-9th grade, 10th-12th grade.  

DETAILS:

Qualification: 
•	 In order to qualify your educator (teacher or parent) must be registered for the  

Why America? Toward a More Perfect Union Program. Registration is free by simply 
signing up here (whyamerica.edreform.com/register).

•	 You must be a student enrolled in 4th-12th grade in a public, private, online or homeschool.

Prizes:
•	 In late February, we will select a grand prize winner and an honorable mention in each 

grade level – 

•	 Grand prize winners will receive $500 Amazon gift cards

•	 Honorable mention winners will receive $250 Amazon gift cards

•	 Each educator who submits a winning essay will receive a $50 Amazon gift card.

To Enter:  Student essays must be submitted by your educator.  Please send your essay to your 
educator so that s/he can submit by the deadline of February 15, 2021.  

Questions? Submit your questions by email to events@edreform.com.

https://whyamerica.edreform.com/program-recordings/
Candice Wright

Candice Wright
March 30, 2021.
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